Extinction Rebellion Chesham Regeneration & Wellbeing (RaW) Group Agreement

[bookmark: _GoBack]We as members of Chesham RaW group hope to be friendly, compassionate, kind & respectful, having fun when we can & feels appropriate, supporting each other at our meetings and activities together. 

We aim to show our respect for each group member and their opinions by following this agreement.

1. Only one person speaks at a time
2. Use each person’s preferred pronoun (she/her; he/him; they/them; etc.)
3. Speak more loudly and slowly to support the involvement of people who are hearing impaired or if English isn't their first language
4. Ensure everyone has the opportunity to speak/communicate if they wish
5. Use “I” statements & speak only for ourselves, particularly when sharing or challenging opinions
6. Consider how structural power can show up in us as individuals and as groups. It can be easy not to notice where we have power and how that may unintentionally impact others. XR wants to challenge inequalities and behaviour that unintentionally hurt others so we ask everyone involved to develop more awareness around multiple issues such as racism & sexism
7. Aim not to offend or intimidate, in language or behaviour
8. Take responsibility for our own actions and be prepared to apologise for any unintended/unintentional offence/distress
9. Take care of our own & each other’s personal boundaries
10. Seek consent before physically touching or hugging other people
11. Work towards openness and honesty, including addressing difficulties directly
12. Work at appreciation of ourselves and others in the group
13. Be willing to give and receive feedback in a non-judgemental way. Feedback is a valuable mechanism for learning and can stop conflict from developing.
14. Take active responsibility for how we work together as a group.  Don’t leave this to others
15. Commit to sharing power and decision-making. Group uses decision by consent which means a decision can be made as long as no one has a reasoned, substantial objection. Consent doesn't mean everyone loves the decision, but that they can live with it
16. Any action(s) undertaken by the RaW group needs active support from at least 2 group members
17. Be relatively Agenda-free i.e. not involved to plug our own belief/campaign/livelihood/project etc
18. Say No to tasks when we’re at low capacity and take them on when we can
19. Be conscious of time - help stick to it, or negotiate for more
20. Learn about how Extinction Rebellion is different to other (very valuable) campaigning groups. For example, Extinction Rebellion Groups are usually involved in civil disobedience and autonomous group actions and decision-making.
21. Confidentiality: respect peoples’ rights by not discussing/repeating personal information or details outside of XR meetings or working groups

It’s for all of us to help each other stick to this agreement. Where we notice that isn’t the case, please say something. As a group we will discuss what to do if any of us repeatedly breaches our group agreement; this may result in being excluded from the group.
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